*    NEWS  AND VIEWS    *

'The Rev. Dr. Folliott: Is that all, gentlemen?

'The Commissioners: That is all, sir5 and we wish you
a good morning.

' The Rev. Dr. Folliott: A very good morning to you,
gentlemen,

6 "What in the name of all that is wonderful, Mr. Blue-
nose," said the Reverend Dr. Folliott, as he walked out
of the inn, "what in the name of all that is wonderful
can those fellows mean? They have come here in a
chaise and four, to make a fuss about a pound per
annum, which, after all, they leave as it was. I wonder
who pays them for their trouble, and how much?"

'Mr. Appletwig: The public pay for it, sir. It is a job of
the learned friend whom you admire so much. It makes
away with public money in salaries, and private money
in lawsuits, and does no particle of good to any living soul/

But, alas, improving literature was not the only type
for which there was a demand. A writer in Fraser's
Magazine (thought to be Thackeray) purchased half-a-
crown's worth of cheap knowledge in the form of penny
and twopenny papers. Here is his account of some of his
finds:

'Our next paper is called the Wars of Europe, edited
by a distinguished officer of the Bluesy a laudable and
amusing publication. In the number before us the siege
of Badajos is the "distinguished officer's" theme. ... A
rude woodcut represents a breach; an ensign waving the
British flag; there is also a host of Frenchmen, in cocked
hats, striving in vain against British valour. And nobly
indeed, does this "distinguished officer" write. . . . But,
stay, have we not read jsomething of this in a book called
The History of the Peninsular War, by one Napier?

'However, the hero of the Blues makes a most enter-
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